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July 6,1900 1720 

Report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, June, 24., 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor herewith to submit the report of the sanitary 
condition of this port for the week ended June 23, 1900, together with 
the mortuary statistics for the week ended June 20, 1900. 

As implied in last week's report there has been a slight but sharp 
increase in yellow fever, 8 cases being reported during the week ended 
June 20. This does not include the case from the Orizaba, 1 man taken 
sick in Mariano and brought here or 1 whose infection is apparently 
due to Batabauoa, although, to be fair, the case of at least 1 man at 
Mariano was ascribed to Havana infection and should be added. Five 
of these cases were in the district adjacent to Central Park — that is, 
the district containing the most prominent hotels and boarding houses. 
Only 1, however, was an American, a trained nurse who had nursed the 
whole of last year at the yellow fever hospital here, and who had not 
been nursing for some three weeks before she sickened. Here let me 
note that of a considerable number of nonimmunes, nurses, and orderlies, 
at the yellow fever hospital last year none had the fever while there, 
while 2 developed it from exposure in town subsequently. 

The location of this infection adds very considerably to the work of 
the station and something to the risk of infection developing among 
passengers en route to the United States. I have drawn the lines 
pretty wide, however, and am disinfecting all baggage independently of 
character or destination within this district, and a large proportion of 
the baggage bound for the United States comes from this district. 

Only 2 more cases and 2 suspects have been reported in addition to 
these 8 since the 20th. 

The fever at Quemados, although several cases showed Thursday and 
1 Friday, has, I judge, ceased— that is, all susceptible material (except 
at headquarters) has been moved out of town, and such cases as may 
occur among those who have the fever in the incubative state will not 
occur in Quemados. There is no reason to believe that there is any 
infection in camp, and as high, open, and wind swept as this camp is, it 
would probably be little liable to receive infection even if infection were 
introduced. 

There has been so far no case originating on or near the waterfront 
since I have been here, a somewhat remarkable state of affairs. 

One case of fever is reported at Trinidad and a new outbreak at Santa 
Clara among the troops returning from their practice march. 

Judging from conditions in San Francisco, it seemed to be necessary 
to put on some quarantine against importation of plague from that 
town. I was sorry to make it general against the State of California, 
but as there seems no guard by that State against San Francisco, I 
have no choice. Whatever the plague might do in San Francisco, it is 
reasonable to believe that it would spread here, and whether it would 
not be added to the permanent pathology of this island, as, apparently, 
yellow fever has been, may be a question. I am unwilling to take so 
grave a risk. There has been practically no work for the Protector 
this week, barring viveros and baggage. The baggage work, however, 
has been considerable. 

Eespectfully, H. E. Carter, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Report for the week ended June S3, 1900. 
examined 382 | Passengers vaccinated.. 

OUE OUT-DOOR DEPARTMENT. 



42 



Vessels disinfected 

Viveros disinfected 3 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 217 



Vessels inspected and entered 9 

Vessels inspected and cleared 19 

Immigrants inspected 79 



Mortuary report for the week ended June SO, 1900. 



Angina pectoris 3 

Cancer 8 

Enteritis 19 

Yellow fever 3 

Typhoid fever 3 

Pernicious malarial fever 4 

Valvular disease of heart 5 



Fatty degeneration of heart 3 

Meningitis 11 

Malaria 6 

Arterial sclerosis 10 

Tuberculosis. 27 

Deaths from all causes 114 



Havana, Cuba, June 24, 1900. 

Sib : In explanation of telegram of this date, I would say that hitherto 
we have relied for protection against plague from San Francisco on the 
measures taken at that point. I judge this can be no longer depended on. 

I believe this action is legal, the quarantine rules in Cuba being for- 
mulated, not under the Constitution of the United States, but under 
Executive order of January 17, 1899. 

I believe it to be advisable, because whatever may be the case in San 
Francisco, the conditions here are such that the introduction of plague 
would probably be followed by considerable spread as has been the case 
in Eio de Janeiro and Hawaii, and the difficulty in suppressing it, 
especially in outlying towns, would I think be great. The commercial 
inconvenience will be extremely small, not many of such persons 
coming. 

Respectfully, 



The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



H. E. Carter, 
Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



Reports from Matanzas, Cardenas, Isabela de Sagua, and Gaibarien. 

Matanzas, Cuba, June 27, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the following sanitary 
report of the quarantine district under my command for the week 
ended June 23, 1900 : 

Matanzas. — Eighteen deaths occurred in the city of Matanzas during 
the period covered by this report, showing a mortality of 20.74 per 
1,000. The principal causes of deaths were as follows : Interitis, 4 ; 
tuberculosis, 3 ; «ancer, 2 ; atresia, 1 ; heart disease, 1 ; cerebral hemor- 
rhage, 1 ; other causes, 6. Three cases of diphtheria were reported. 
Eight vessels arrived during the week ; 7 of these were foreign vessels 
and 1 was a coasting vessel, of which 3 were inspected and passed and 5 
passed without inspection. Four bills of health were issued to foreign 
vessels. Eighty health certificates were issued to persons leaving the 
island, 2 of these via Havana, Cuba. Seventy-seven pieces of baggage 
were inspected and passed. 

Chief Surgeon Ives of the department of Matanzas and Santa Clara, 



